


I will be able to  
use context as a 

clue to the meaning 
of a word 

 



Hint in the writing 
that helps you !

figure out what a 
word means!







The vixen was 
not as fortunate.	




Look at ALL of the 
surrounding sentences 

in the paragraph to !
help determine the 
meaning of a word.!



The vixen was not 	

as fortunate as her mate, 	


and was caught in the steel-
jawed trap. Her red pelt 

would bring a good price.	




Female 
Fox !



Read each sentence, 
determine if it contains 

context clues, and then place 
it in the appropriate box. If it 
does contain context clues, 

highlight them.!





1.  Synonyms!
2.  Antonyms!
3.  Explanations!
4.  Examples!





A restatement where 
other words with 

similar meanings are 
used in the sentence !



She was vociferous; no one 
could hear the movie over 
her loud and constant talking.  !



Definition: Loud; noisy!



A word or group of words 
that has the opposite 

meaning of another word. 
This is often signaled by the 
words whereas, unlike, or but. !



Instead of being a !
tenacious athlete, !
he was lazy and !
indifferent.!



Definition: 
Determined!



When a word’s 
meaning is explained 

right after its use. !
This is similar to a 

definition!



Not only did it rain, but our 
cars were damaged by a flash 
flood.  It was a complete 
calamity. !



Definition: A Disaster!



Examples are given 
to help the reader 
infer the meaning !

of the word!



Celestial bodies, such as the 
sun, moon, and stars, are 
governed by predictable laws.!



Definition: A natural 
body outside of the 
the earth’s atmosphere!



Read the following 
sentences and highlight 

the Context Clues. Then 
identify on the line 

provided which of the four 
types of clues is used.!



1. Pedagogical institutions, including 
high schools, kindergartens, and 
colleges, require community support to 
function efficiently.	


2. Rather than be involved in 
clandestine meetings, they did 
everything quite openly.	




3. His pertinacity, or stubbornness, is 
the cause of most of his trouble.	


4. He was so parsimonious that he 
refused to give his own sons the few 
pennies they needed to buy pencils for 
school. It truly hurt him to part with 
his money.	




5. The girl was churlish – rude, sullen 
and absolutely ill-mannered.	


6. Because the conflagration was 
aided by wind, it was so destructive 
that every building in the area was 
completely burned to the ground.	




Choose two of the words from 
the list provided and write an 

original sentence for each.  !
Each sentence must include !

one of the four types of context 
clues. Make sure to highlight the 

context clues + label them.!



Ubiquitous (Adjective) - present, 
appearing, or found everywhere 	


Plausible (Adjective) - seeming 
reasonable or probable	


Revert (Verb) – to go back (as to a 
former condition, period, or subject)	


Curtail (Verb) – reduce in extent or 
quantity	




In your own words, 
explain how to use 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 
 

Minimum 3 sentences 


